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BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Report from Belize, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carson reports as follows: Week ended 
September 29, 1904: Present officially estimated population, 8,500; 
number of deaths, 3; prevailing disease, malarial fever of mild type; 
general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 
passengers 

from this 
port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 


Sept. 23 
29 




45 

18 


5 



14 




















CANADA. 

Inspection of immigrants at Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Riggs reports as follows: Month of Sep- 
tember, 1904: Number of immigrants inspected, 294; number passed, 
287; number certified for rejection, 7. 

CHINA. 

Report from Hongkong — Communicable diseases. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports, August 26, as follows: 
Week ended August 20, 1904: Plague, 1 case, 1 death — Chinese. 
Other quarantinable diseases: No cases, no deaths. 

Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Number of emigrants per steamship Gaelic recommended, August 24, 
for rejection: For Honolulu, 10; for San Francisco, 55. 

Report from Shanghai — Emigrant recommended for rejection. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports, August 30, as follows: 
One emigrant per steamship Gaelic for San Francisco, recommended, 
August 30, for rejection. 

COSTA RICA. 

Report from Limon, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports as follows: Week ended 
October 1, 1904. Estimated population, 4,000; number of deaths, 9; 
prevailing diseases, malarial fevers. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, fair. On the steamship Harold, which arrived here 
from New Orleans via Colon September 23d, were two cases of malarial 
fever. They were so diagnosed in Colon by Acting Assistant Surgeon 
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Mohr, and readily yielded to quinine given while in this port. The 
patients had recovered when the Harold left Limon for New Orleans. 
Bills of health were issued to the following- named vessels: 



Date. ! Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 


Sept. 26 
26 




30 
53 
20 
35 



14 







6 












28 







29 


Ellis 












Five bills of health to Panaman ports were viseed, and 14 passengers 
for Colon were examined and given certificates. 



CUBA. 

Vital statistics of the Bepublic of Ctiha for the years 1902 and 1903. 

[Abstract from Report of Sanitary Department.] 

The following is received from Minister Squiers, under date of 
September 21, 1904: 

This report includes the mortality statistics of nearly every munici- 
pality in the provinces of Pinar del Rio, Habana, Matanzas, Santa 
Clara, and Camaguay. On the other hand, it includes only 6 of the 16 
municipalities of Santiago de Cuba. 

The total mortality in the districts included in the report amounted 
to 23,769 in 1902 and 22,467 in 1903, thus showing a decrease of 1,302 
deaths. This increase, according to the chief health officer, is due to 
the better service of the rural sanitary department. The slight 
increase in deaths of infants between 1 and 5 is accounted for princi- 
pally by the epidemic of scarlet fever which broke out in Habana 
during the last three months of 1903, and which caused 61 deaths of 
children of that age. 

Tuberculosis, the increasing danger of which has always been 
pointed out in these reports, caused 15.97 per cent of the total amount 
of deaths in 1902 and 16.29 per cent in 1903. This dangerous disease 
seems to be on the decrease in the country, and slowly but surely 
increasing in the capital. 

Infant mortality in general, and deaths from tetanus in particular, 
are not as low as the}' should be. Tetanus caused 1,126 deaths in 1902 
and 1,144 in 1903, and is the result of ignorance and neglect of simple 
precautions, generally in the rural districts. The attention of local 
sanitary officers is especially called to this matter. 

Yellow fever, smallpox, and malaria have lost all their terror and 
are about to become dangers of the past. "Not a single case of yel- 
low fever has developed on this island during the last three years, nor, 
with the single exception of an accidental contagion in 1904, has there 
been any of smallpox." Malaria caused but 5 per cent of the total 
mortality in 1902 and only 4 per cent in 1903. This splendid result is 
considered by the chief health officer to be the result of the isolation of 
malaria patients and the control of anopheles mosquitoes. The impor- 
tation of these contagious diseases has been exceptionally small, and 



